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(57) ABSTRACT

An anti-theft lottery ticket includes a substrate, a redemption
bar code printed on one side of the substrate, and play sym-
bols printed in a play area on one side of the substrate. The
play area is covered with a scratch-off material and a destruct-
ible bar code is printed over a portion of the scratch-off
material. The portion depends on whether the ticket is a
winning ticket or a losing ticket. An enclosure encloses at
least one anti-theft lottery ticket, and an activation bar code is
attached to the enclosure. Anti-theft lottery ticket methods
include scanning the activation bar code, the destructible bar
code, and the redemption bar code by a retailer and commu-
nicating with an activation-validation database to determine
if a lottery ticket is valid and payable.
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